
 As I complete my 
ninth year at Ravinia I must 
say I am still amazed and 
humbled by the wonderful 
Ravinia Spirit and the 
incredible history.  The 
passion and involvement 
shown on all levels – parents, 
teachers, community and 
children - is something that 
constantly reminds all of us 
what a special place we have 
here.  It is hard to ever get 
blasé when one is constantly 
being made aware of the 
unique place in Highland Park 
and early childhood history 
that Ravinia occupies.  Once 
again this year once again we 
kept many of our old 
traditions alive while looking 
ahead to an ever changing 
world.  The teachers 
continue to talk to all the 
parents on a regular basis 
while incorporating 
technology and Ipads into 
daily communication.  The 
children continue to thrive in 
a play based program 
interlaced with many 
activities to challenge and 

ready them for the future.   
We have a wonderful updated 
web site to help keep us all 
informed, a nice presence on 
Facebook, a “my school 
anywhere” app to help us 
keep in touch, and even new 
school bags for the children.  
Ravinia continues to make 
new traditions while keeping 
the old ones intact. 
 We do certainly 
prove the theory that it 
“Takes a Village” and our 
school couldn’t continue to be 
what it is without the help of 
so many people.  I want to 
thank the talented and 
committed women who made 
up this year’s board.  Your 
efforts allow Ravinia to be 
the quality early childhood 
environment it is and we truly 
couldn’t do it without you.  
Special thanks and gratitude 
go to Kristen Ramirez for 
serving as board chair the 
past two years.  She 
somehow continues to manage 
working, keeping her family 
intact and serving as the 

guiding force for our 
incredible board.   
 I must thank the 
teachers who do such 
wonderful work with all the 
children and families 
throughout the year. Special 
thanks to Lauren, our 
talented office assistant, 
who keeps our technology 
going and helps all of us be 
able to do our jobs.  It has 
once again been a privilege 
and a pleasure to work with 
this extraordinary group of 
women.  They continue to 
make our school a leader in 
the community. 
 Lastly I’d like to 
thank all the parents and 
children of Ravinia.  The 
children here have given me 
immeasurable quantities of 
love and laughter while the 
parents have shown such 
positive support throughout 
the year.  I would like to bid 
all the families leaving 
farewell and remember our 
door is always open.  To all 
remaining I am looking 
forward to another fantastic 
year at Ravinia.  

We welcome our families, 
rain or shine, on Friday May 
22nd to celebrate the year-
end with our family picnics.  
Bring a blanket and your 
lunch.  We plan to gather on 
the playground.   
The schedule is:  
Morning Groups 11:00 to 
12:00  
Afternoon Groups 12:30 to 
1:15   

All family members are 
welcome.  Our PM children 
will also have a small 
graduation ceremony on 
that same day.  The 
children will treat their 
guests to a few favorite 
songs and then receive 
their “preschool diplomas”.  
This will take place in their 
own classroom at 1:15, 

immediately after the 
family picnics. 
Two Year Old Classes:  
The Parent & Tots will have 
a picnic on Monday May 
18th, T/Th Two Cans will 
have their picnic on May 
21st at 10:45 - 11:15 and the 
W/F Two Cans will have 
their picnic on May 22nd 
10:45 – 11:15. 
 

Family Picnics – PM Graduation 
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Calendar 

May  
18 - Parent/Child  Last Day 
and Picnic 
21 – Last Day of Classes and 
T/Th Class Picnic 
22 – AM & PM Picnics  
W/F Last Day and Picnic 
 
June 
15 - First day of preschool 
camp 
16 - First day of Two Can 
Camp 
 
July 
30  - Last day of Two Can 
Camp 
31  - Last day of Preschool 
Camp 
 
August  
27  — First Day of School 
 
September  
27  - Fall Festival 
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 It is so hard to believe that we 
have less than a month left of the 
school year! It has been such a 
fantastic year at RNS filled with so 
many wonderful activities and April was 
no exception. I want to send a special 
thank you to Morgan Rosenberg, who 
planned another awesome family activity 
with our Parent-Son Event on April 26th. 
The event was such fun! I also want to 
give a special thank you to Cyndi Wood 
and Chelsea Duggan who planned all of 
the wonderful Undernighters this year. 
The last Undernighter of the year was 
held for our “graduates” on April 17th 
and the kids had a great evening!  

  I also have to send a HUGE 
thank you Lara Leaf for putting on an 
incredible Earth Week for the whole 
school. There were so many great 
activities: Heller Nature Center 
brought honeybees, Ian Iyengar came 
with his Recycle Rhythm workshop, 

botanist Colby Witherup showed the 
children how they can plant their own 
gardens, and the shoe recycle challenge 
was a huge success. It is never too early 
to start teaching our children to be 
good stewards of the environment and 
Earth Week at RNS is such an 
important tradition. Thank you Lara! 

 
As the school year winds to a close, I 
want recognize each of our board 
members for the INCREDIBLE job that 
they do keeping everything humming 
along at RNS. I am constantly reminded 
of how fortunate we are to have such 
caring and giving parents. Our school 
community is so much stronger for it! 
So thank you for all that you have done 
for us: 

Marci Taub, Christy Jones, Stephanie 
Fick, Jessica Figenholtz, Lesley 
Kiferbaum, Genevieve Saggett, Carly 

Jones, Morgan Rosenberg, Rebecca 
Carson, Kisha Mani,  Agi Semrad, 
Chelsea Duggan, Cyndi Wood, Melanie 
Stagman Boyd, Katie Powers, Lara 
Leaf and Rachel McMahon 

And on behalf of the RNS parent 
community, I want to thank Kathy 
Olsen and all of the outstanding RNS 
teachers for giving our children their 
time, talents and love this school 
year. Our “little blue school” is what 
it is because of each of these very 
special ladies, and we are lucky to 
have them! 

To our graduating children of the RNS 
Class of 2015 (and parents), I wish you 
all the very best in kindergarten. I know 
beyond all doubt that our children are 
leaving RNS fully prepared for what lies 
ahead in kindergarten and I couldn’t be 
more excited for them.  

Have a wonderful summer! 

-Rissman’s family for winning a $25 
gift card!   
This was our last opportunity to 
participate this year. We have done a 
great job raising money for RNS. For 
this school year, we have raised 
$1,752.51. Thanks again to all of the 
families that have participated this 
year! Have a great summer.   
Thanks, Katie Powers 

Thank you all for your participation in 
the school’s last round of Grocery 
Dollars. We had good participation 
and raised $239.11 for RNS. Gift 
cards will be distributed the first 
week of May. We had participation 
from 14 families representing 14 
students.  Class A won a class gift for 
highest participation and will choose a 
class gift. Congratulations to Eli Block

  
  

Page 2 

Grocery Dollars 
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President’s Message 

Ravinia is in the process of looking for 
room mothers for next year.  We 
have two room mothers for each class 
(with the exception of Parent/Tot 
which is one) to help our teachers and 
board members with the coordination 
of various activities throughout the 
school year.  The duties of our room 
mothers can range from planning class 
parties to helping the board  
with fundraising involving your child’s 
particular class.  If you are 
interested in being a room mother for 
the next school year please contact 
me. 
Thanks, Kathy 

Room Moms Needed 



This year’s Earth Week celebrations at 
RNS were once again a huge success. 
We kicked things off with our annual 
shoe drive. Due to the incredibly 
generous donations of our RNS families, 
we collected nearly 200 pairs of shoes! 
Rather than ending up as waste in 
landfills, these unwanted shoes will be 
recycled into new products such as 
playground mats, rubber mulch, and 
more. What a great example of 
practical recycling in action! 

The students had a fun and educational 
week full of great guests to help bring 
the message of Earth Week alive. Ian 
Iyengar entertained us with his 
Recycled Rhythm Workshop, in which 
everybody sang songs about the 
importance of recycling.  The children 
even made recycled instruments of 
their own!  Heller Nature Center 
brought live honeybees to help us learn 

the ways in which these insects are so 
important in nature. The Grove’s Animal 
Ambassadors were a big hit. We learned 
about all kinds of native local animals 
(and even got to touch a few!), including 
turtles, snakes, salamanders, owls, 
raccoons, and so many more. Botanist 
Colby Witherup from Northwestern 
Univ. taught us about all the amazing 
things we get from plants, the parts of 
a plant, and she even helped us plant 
mystery seeds of our own. We can’t wait 
to see what kind of flowers and 
vegetables sprout from our seedlings! 

In keeping with the lessons we learned 
about recycling and reusing, the 
students made wind chimes out of 
common household objects, such as 
keys, spoons and CDs.  With generous 
help from parent volunteers, they had a 
great time getting creative and finding 
just the right objects to make great 

sounds. They can’t wait to hang their 
amazing creations at home! 

Many thanks to Mrs. Olsen and all the 
teachers for embracing Earth Week 
and the happy chaos it brings to the 
regular classroom routine, and to all the 
parent volunteers who gave of their 
time to help make these activities run 
smoothly. Thanks are also due to the 
families that made donations to help 
support Earth Week at RNS and the 
continued maintenance of our 
Grandparents Garden. Your generosity 
helps us to continue making these 
outstanding programs a part of the 
student experience here at RNS! 

 

Lara Leaf Stolarick 

Many thanks to the many RNS 
families that have contributed to our 
“Blessing in a Backpack” food drive. 
So far we have donated two large bins 
of food!! The food drive will continue 
through the last week of school. We 
will also continue to collect any 
diapers for our diaper drive.  The bins 
remain in front of Kathy's office. 
Thank you for your continued 
support!!  

Any questions or comments please 
contact Agi Semrad 
Semrad.agi@gmail.com or Melanie 
Stagman pastrypixie@gmail.com. 

pony rides, entertainment and so 
much more. Once school starts this 
fall, we will send home more 
information. In the meantime, we 
encourage you to mark your 
calendars so you don't miss this 
wonderful family event at our little 
blue school! 

 

Please mark your calendars 

for Sunday, September 27 for our 
annual Fall Festival (generally held 
from 11 am-2 pm). This is an 
opportunity for students and their 
families to come together at the 
beginning of the school year and 
enjoy carnival games, face painting, 
silly string, bake sale, pizza lunch, 

Attention All RNS Families—Save the Date 

Earth Week 2015 – Fun, Facts & RNS Gives Back 

Community Service                Fundraising Facts 
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FUNDRAISING for the Little Blue 
School:  Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the fundraiser at 
California Pizza Kitchen last month.  
You helped raise almost $200 for our 
school.  Stay turned for our next CPK 
date. 

Also, thank you everyone who,  helped 
raise over $100 from the Sunset’s 
Shopping Days. 

Thank you to the A/B Classes for 
hosting a Pampered Chef Party and 
Raising close to $100! 



To Lily Carson (B class) and her 
parents for donating a play 
vacuum to the classroom in 
honor of her 4th birthday. 

To Melia Mani (C class) and her 
parents for donating the 
book, I Don’t Eat Peas and a 
Play Stix classroom set, in 
celebration of her 5th 
birthday. 

To Devin Mani (B class) and his 
parents for donating the book 
It is Not a Stick and a Play 
Stix classroom set, in honor 
of his 4th birthday. 

To Riley Berndt (B class) and her 
parents for donating the 
storytelling set for Go Away 

Big Green Monster to our 
school in celebration of her 
4th birthday. 

To Charlie Kiferbaum (B class) 
and his family for donating a 
Duplo Woodland set to the 
class in honor of his 4th 
birthday. 

To Samantha Jones and her 
family for donating the book, 
I Will Never not Ever Eat a 
Tomato to the school in 
celebration of her 5th 
birthday. 

To Noah Lawrence (C class) and 
his family for donating the 
book Little Kids First Big 
Book of Dinosaurs to our 

school library in honor of his 
fifth birthday. 

To Mara Figenholtz (A class) and 
her grandmas for donating 
the book Aqualicious to our 
school. 

To Gabriel Martinez (C class) and 
his family for donating the 
book Amelia Bedelia to our 
school library in honor of his 
5th birthday. 

To Emma Sagett (A class) and her 
family for donating the books 
Walking Is Not Easy and Pig 
Make me Sneeze to our 
school library. 

 
 

We couldn’t have done it without 
you! Keep exploring, mad scientists! 

-Cyndi Wood & Chelsea Duggan  

To all the mad scientists from C and 
D class who experimented with 
magnets and mixtures all night at 
the Undernighter on April 17th, 
Thank you! It was lots of fun! We 
ate pizza in our pj’s and made mad 
science hats, next we explored 
magnets and created chemical 
reactions with Mad Science. Thank 
you, also, to all the wonderful 
parent volunteers. A special thanks 
to the Mani’s for donating the 
delicious Moccio’s pizza. 
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Mad Science Undernighter Thank you 
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Thanks You 

 

 
We have a new addition to the RNS 
family.  On April 14, the Ehr family 
welcomed Baby Ehr to their lives.  
He weighed in at 8 lbs and 15 ozs 
and was 21 and a half inches long.  
He came home to big sister, Ali, 
who is in our T/Th Two Can class 
and big brother David who is a 
future student.  Congratulations to 
Ali and of course the whole Ehr 
family. 

Welcome 


