
Spring has definitely 
sprung outside and inside 
the walls of Ravinia 
Nursery School.  This is the 
time of the year when we 
as teachers, and parents, 
reflect on how much the 
children have grown over 
the year.  The physical 
growth is certainly 
apparent but so is the 
social and emotional growth.  
They are hardly the same 
hesitant children that came 
through the doors last 
September.  It definitely is 
the result of the 
experiences and people 
that have passed through 
the children’s lives 
throughout the year.  I like 
to think that the teachers, 
the other children, the 
parents, and all the 
wonderful experiences they 
have had at RNS have 
contributed to make these 

children grow in such 
remarkable ways. 

     This month we will be 
talking about such growth 
at our parent teacher 
conferences.  Here at 
Ravinia we have always 
considered parents as 
partners in the child’s 
learning.  Parents and 
teachers may look at young 
children’s learning from 
different perspectives, but 
they share the common goal 
of making sure that the 
children receive the best 
possible early childhood 
experiences.  
Communication is key at 
RNS so please not only 
come to your child’s 
conference but make it a 
worthwhile experience for 
you. 

     Listen carefully to what 
your child’s teacher has to 
say.  Remember the 

teachers spend a 
significant amount of time 
with children and share 
expertise about their 
development. 

     Don’t jump to 
conclusions.  If you have 
concerns or don’t 
understand what the 
teacher is telling you please 
ask her to clarify it for you. 

     Don’t agonize about the 
one area the teacher may 
suggest your child needs a 
little work on.  Remember 
the fifteen wonderful 
things they have already 
told you.  

    Look at the conferences 
as a positive ending to a 
fabulous year! 

 

Parent teacher conferences 
will take place this spring 
during the week of April 13th 
- 16th and the week of April 
21th – 24rd.  The classes will 
be in attendance these days 
with substitutes for the 
regular teachers.   Individual 
conferences will be 20 
minutes in length and will give 
you an opportunity to share 
information about how your 
child has grown this year.  
You should have already 

signed up for your 
conference using our new on 
line sign up through 
MySchoolAnywhere.  You can 
check your time using this as 
well. 

Preschool Conference 
Schedule                  

4/ 13 AM  Mrs. Cohen  

 PM   Mrs. Littma  

4/14 AM   Mrs. Cohen 

 PM   Mrs. Littman  

4/15 AM  Mrs. Roberts 

 PM   Mrs. Beckway 

4/16 AM   Mrs. Roberts 

 PM  Ms Helfand  

 

Two Can Conference 
Schedule 

4/21 & 4/22 Mrs. Littman 

4/22 & 4/24 Mrs. Drazner 

Parent/ Teacher Conferences 
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March was a fantastic month at RNS! 
Each month as I reflect back on all of 
the happenings at RNS I am constantly 
amazed by the amount of participation 
we have from our RNS families. It is so 
nice to be a part of such a special and 
supportive school community.  The RNS 
March Madness Spring Event was an 
incredible success and such a great way 
to bring the RNS community together!  
I am always so inspired by what our 
Spring Event committee chairs are able 
to put together and this year was no 
exception. Thank you, Thank you to 
Marci Taub and to Kisha Mani and all of 
their volunteers for putting together a 
great event. And a special thank you to 
all of our families who generously 
donated items for our silent auction and 
to all of the couples who attended. It 
was a blast! 

In addition to our Spring Event, March 
also brought us our Parent-Tot and Two 

Can Undernighter, which took place on 
March 20th. Thank you to Cyndi Wood 
and Chelsea Duggan for organizing 
another great evening of pjs, pizza and 
fun for our youngest students. 

What’s coming in April? 

Our last round of Grocery Dollars 
will be coming in early April. 
Please consider using Grocery 
Dollars to get your teacher 
gifts and camp counselor gifts 
for the summer! It is such an 
easy way to support RNS. 

Our last undernighter will be for 
our upcoming graduates on 
Friday, April 17th. This is can’t 
miss opportunity for our PM 
students.  

Earth Week at RNS is April 20th-
April 24th. Lara Leaf Stolaric 
has been busy planning all sorts 
of fun and educational 

activities for the children. So 
be on the lookout for more on 
Earth Week coming home soon. 

Annual Parent-Son Event on 
Sunday, April 26th. Morgan 
Rosenberg and Rebecca Carson 
have planned an awesome 
sports and game themed 
afternoon for our little guys 
and “their parent of choice”.  
Don’t miss it! 

And finally, I would like to take an 
opportunity to thank everyone who 
submitted applications for Board 
Positions for the 2015-2016 school 
year. I am thrilled to report that 
both our General and Executive Board 
are now fully formed and comprised 
of an amazing group of parents that 
will lead RNS into the next exciting 
school year.  

Thank you all again for your constant 
support of our very special, very 
incredible, Little Blue School. 

Kristen Ramirez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

It’s the perfect time for RNS friends 
and families to stockpile frozen foods, 
canned goods, juice boxes or simply 
stock up for the week. On Tuesday 
April 14th and Wednesday April 
15th Sunset Foods in Highland Park will 
donate 5% of your purchase to Ravinia 
Nursery School. Just present  the 
attached coupon at check out!   

 

 

Eat out or carry out lunch and/or dinner 
from California Pizza Kitchen at the 
Northbrook Court on Thursday April 
9th with friends and family. 

Present the attached flyer and 20% of 
your check will be donated to Ravinia 
Nursery School! 
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Spring Fundraisers 

Ravinia Blue News 

President’s Message 

children whose families order a 
photo package in addition to the 
class photo, will be photographed 
individually.  The school will again be 
using Color Portraits, the company 
we have used the last two years.  
All preschool classes and the W/F 
Two Cans will be on April 8th, the T/
Th Two Cans will be photographed 
on April 9th. 

This month we will take individual 
and class pictures on Wednesday, 
April 8th and Thursday, April 9th.  
All families have had a packet sent 
home which described the different 
photo packages.  Parents need to 
decide which packet to order and 
return the order envelope with pay-
ment to Color Portraits prior to  
photo day.   All children will be in 
the class picture, but only those 

Class Picture Day 



Many thanks again to our RNS 
families for their generous 
donations to the Moraine County 
food drive. It was a wonderful 
success! Returning from Spring 
Break we will continue the food 
drive for "Blessing in a Backpack", 
which benefits students in the 
community who are in need of food 
especially on the weekends. Look 
out for an e-mail after Spring Break 
detailing the food items we will be 
collecting. The diaper drive is still 
going! The diaper collection box 
remains across Kathy's office. 
Thank you for your continuous 

donations. Diapers are donated to 
Family Network. Any questions or 
ideas about community service at 
RNS please contact Agi Semrad at 
semrad.agi@gmail.com or Melaine 
Stagman at pastrypixie@gmail.com.  

** To the Berliant Family (Ellory, W/
F Two Cans) for donating a variety of 
books (Clap Your Hands, Little En-
gines do Big Things, Huggapotamus, 
Have You Got my Purr, The Spiffiest 
Giant in Town and I Spy on the Farm) 
to our school in celebration of Ellory’s 
third birthday. 

**To Davis Kelly (T/Th Two Cans) and 
his parents for donating the board 
book, I Stink, to the classroom in 
honor of his third birthday. 

** To Ellie Tadlock (B class) and her 
parents for donating the book, The 
Octonauts and the Frozen Fish, to 
the classroom in celebration of her 
fourth birthday. 

 

**To Stella Wiers (A Class) and her 
family for donating Frozen & 
Avengers Chalk Sets to our school in 
honor of her fourth birthday. 

** To Marci Taub and Kisha Mani for 
all their hard work chairing and coor-
dinating the fun and very successful 
March Madness event.  

**To Cyndi Wood, Chelsea Duggan, 
Neil & Amy Rubenstein (Creative Cel-
ebration) and all the volunteers for 
making our  Two Year Old Under-
nighter fun and fabulous. 

 

** To Cole Ramirez (A Class) and his 
family for donating the book, How to 
Train a Train, to our school in honor 
of his fourth birthday. 

** To Jack Goldsmith (B Class) and 
his family for donating the play Cup-
cake Decorating Set, to the class-
room in celebration of his fourth 
birthday. 

** To Emily Taub (C class) and her 
family for donating a six foot table to 
our school to honor her fifth birth-
day. 

** To Nicolas Konstantinou (T/Th Two 
Cans) for donating the book, Pete the 
Cat and his Magic Sunglasses, to our 
school library in celebration of his 
third birthday. 

To all the rock stars from Two Cans 
and Parent Tot class who jammed all 
night at the Undernighter on March 
20th, Thank you. It was lots of fun! 
We ate pizza in our pj’s and made 
tambourine shakers, then we sang and 
danced the night away with Creative 
Celebrations! Thank you to all the 
wonderful parent volunteers. We 
couldn’t have done it without you! 
Rock on, pajama jammers! 

-Cyndi Wood & Chelsea Duggan  

Dear Ravinia Nursery School Families, 

Congratulations to Mike Zilberstein 
our new RNS March Madness Champi-
on!  And thanks to everyone who sup-
ported our Spring Fundraiser at 
Michael’s last month.  It was another 
successful fundraiser thanks to the 
generosity of all our RNS families, 
teachers and local merchants! 

 

See you next year! 

Marci and Kisha 

 

Undernighter Thank You           March Madness Winner 

Community Service 

Thank You 
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Spring has finally sprung, which means 
our annual Earth Week Celebration is 
just around the corner. We’re planning a 
whole week full of fun and educational 
activities to help the children learn 
about recycling, plants, animals, insects 
and more! Special visitors will include a 
Recycled Rhythm Workshop, Heller 
Nature Center’s Honeybees, The 
Grove’s Animal Ambassadors and a 
“Plants and the Environment” 
Presentation. 

We will kick-off Earth Week beginning 
April 13th with a 2-week-long Shoe 
Drive. Please bring used, unwanted 
shoes to drop in the collection boxes at 
school between April 13-24th. Details 
will be sent home soon, but almost any 
shoes will be accepted and recycled! 

As part of our lesson on recycling, the 
children will be making Recycled Wind 
Chimes by reusing kid-safe items that 

might otherwise end up in the trash. To 
help them get involved, please help your 
child find and bring to school one or 
more of the following used objects 
from home by Monday, April 20th: 
CDs/CD-ROMs/DVDs or non-sharp 
kitchen utensils (think old spoons, 
measuring cups/spoons, spatulas, etc.). 
Let’s be creative and give these old 
objects a new life! 

Soon each child will come home with an 
Earth Week donation card in their 
tote bag. We hope you and your 
extended family will please consider 
making a small donation to help offset 
the costs of our wonderful Earth Week 
activities and maintenance of our 
Grandparent’s Garden. Donations can 
easily be made through the RNS 
website (click on Fundraising box on 
right side of home page, and select 

Earth Week and click donation) or 
dropped off in Kathy’s office.  

Thank you! 

Lara Leaf Stolarick 

leafla@hotmail.com 

 

 

Don’t fret that March Madness is 
behind you! On Sunday, April 26, 2015 
from 11am-1pm the annual Parent-Son 
Event will be held at the Highland 
Park Recreation Center. RNS boys 
should bring the parent of their 
choice for an afternoon of relay races 
and other team athletic feats.  
Snacks, drinks, and fun, activities will 
be provided. Come and experience the 
little blue school values of community 
and team spirit!! 

Please note forms and vendor list 
available on our website under our new 
fundraising tab or you can use the order 
form that is attached to the 
newsletter. 

Thanks,  

Katie Powers 

 

 

 

The next Grocery Dollars forms will be 
distributed during the week of April 
13th and will be due on April 24th. This 
will be your last opportunity to 
participate this school year. This is the 
time to get your gift cards for 
graduation, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 
teachers, camp counselors, swim 
instructors, summer vacation and 
anything else you may have coming up 
this summer. So far this school year, we 
have raised $1,513.40 for the school. 
Let’s try and bring it up to more than 
$2,000 for the full year so RNS can 
receive a school gift for meeting our 
goal.   

 

Grocery Dollars 

Earth Week Fun—April 20-24th 

Save the Date— Parent/Son Event 
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