
As adults we often find 
ourselves surprised, 
baffled, and maybe even 
hurt when our efforts to 
make holidays special for 
our children can often end 
in tears and tantrums.  
Holidays, while they may be 
happy, can also be 
accompanied with stress 
and tension and children 
can easily feel the strain.  
While my children were 
growing up I was able to 
witness many holiday melt 
downs first hand and now 
more recently with my 
grandchildren.  Here are a 
few things that I found 
helpful to keep you 
realistic, sane, and happy 
while experiencing the 
holiday season with young 
children: 

1) Children need 
consistency and sameness.  
Even during the holidays 

try to keep routines as 
close to normal as possible.  
If you have an afternoon 
routine or a bedtime ritual 
keep it going.         

2) Children are interested 
in processes rather than 
products.  If you let the 
children be involved in 
baking and gift wrapping, 
don’t expect the same 
results as your pre children 
celebration years.      

3) Children like to 
understand what’s going on 
in their world.  Take time 
to slowly and simply explain 
your holiday traditions in a 
very developmentally age 
appropriate manner.  

4) Too long an anticipation 
time might create over 
stimulation and anxiety for 
children.  Preschoolers 
expect rather immediate 
results.  Try not to do too 

much preparation in 
advance.  Two or Three 
weeks are plenty long 
enough for them.    

5) Children need to 
alternate quiet activities 
with active ones - and 
perhaps exciting ones with 
quiet ones.  It is hard to 
maintain a fever pitch for a 
full day.  Try to build in 
quiet time and if things do 
get out of hand be 
prepared to remove the 
child from the heightened 
activities to another area.     

Most importantly enjoy 
your children and the 
holidays.  When you share 
these with your children (or 
grandchildren) they are 
truly magical times and the 
makings of memories! 

 

Many of you have begun to 
ask for details about our 
summer camp, in 
particular when 
registration will begin.  
The registration materials 
will be distributed by mid-
December.  The forms and 
a deposit are due back by 
January 9th.  The official 

contracts will then be 
sent out in the spring.   

    The camp will run for 
seven weeks, beginning on 
June 15th/16th and ending 
on July 30th/31st.  The 
time frame for the 
Preschool Camp will be 
9:00 until 12:15, with the 
children bringing a sack 

lunch to be enjoyed with 
their friends.  The Two 
Can Camp, for in coming 
Two Cans, will be 9:15 to 
11:15 on Tuesday and 
Thursdays. I will be happy 
to answer any questions or 
address any concerns you 
may have about these 
programs. 
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Winter is here! I hope that you all had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving with your families! 
This is such fun time of year at RNS. Be on 
the look-out for lots of adorably bundled 
little people on the playground making 
snowmen and being pulled around on sleds 
by our wonderful teachers. Please remember 
that if it is above 20 degrees, then the 
children will play outside so please dress 
them appropriately for outdoor winter play. 
On winter days when the children will be 
playing outside RNS will send an email 
reminder each morning/afternoon to bundle 
them up.  

On Saturday, November 15th, we held a 
very successful Open House. As a result, I 
am pleased to report that our school is 
quickly approaching our enrollment goals 
for the 2015-2016 school year! The success 
is due in large part to the participation of the 
parent-volunteers and staff. We genuinely 

appreciate these folks taking the time away 
from their families on a Saturday to help 
support RNS. I would like to send a special 
thank you to Marci Taub for coordinating 
the entire event and keeping us so 
organized.  

I also want to extend a HUGE thank you to 
all the families that participated in our toy 
drive to help the children from the Right 
From the Start program get a special gift 
this holiday season. The tradition of 
community service at RNS is such a special 
and important one and it is so wonderful to 
see such incredible participation in these 
projects.  

And finally, as you all likely know, several 
of the new plans that Northshore School 
District 112 has proposed for the 
community’s consideration will impact 
RNS. I can assure you all that we are in 
regular contact with Superintendent Bregy 

and his staff about these changes and what 
it means for RNS. We, along with District 
112, are developing contingency plans to 
assure the future of RNS. District 112 
absolutely recognizes the valuable 
contribution that RNS plays in this 
community and they are committed to 
working with us as their own plans unfold. I 
am very excited to be a part of this dynamic 
time for RNS. I truly believe that the 
coming changes for the District will offer us 
many incredible opportunities to usher in 
the next chapter for our “Little Blue 
School”.  

I hope that you all have a joyous holiday 
season! As always, if you need anything, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Happy Holidays! 

Kristen Ramirez 

 

Current families are always the best 
reference for our program!  

    The feedback I get as I tour people 
is incredibly positive.  I constantly get 
comments on the incredible staff and 
the happy engaged children.  It always 
makes me realize what a wonderful 
school we have. 

 

I am happy to announce that 
registration for next year is going very 
well.  Our open house and added 
publicity has helped us attract many 
new families to RNS.  At the open house 
we had several new families enroll for 
next fall.  We do have limited openings 
in all of our programs with the 
exception of our Monday 9:15 Parent 
and Child Class which is currently full.  
If you know of anyone that you feel 
would be interested in having their child 
attend RNS next fall please tell them 
to call the school to set up a tour.  
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accepting donations of 
diapers.  Look for the box outside 
of Kathy’s office!  
If you have any additional questions 
or concerns, please feel free to 
contact Melanie Stagman 
at pastrypixie@gmail.com or Agi 
Semrad at semrad.agi@gmail.com. 
There are more Community Service 
projects on the horizon, with 
updates to follow, so please stay 
tuned!  We will be starting our Food 
Drive to benefit the Moraine 
Township Food Pantry, and hosting 

our annual Valentine’s Party at the 
Frank B. Peers Senior Center.  We 
have a lot of fun right around the 
corner, so keep an eye out! 
 
Happy Holidays from Community 
Service!  
 

Congratulations on an incredibly 
successful Toy Drive!   In total, 
our school was able to provide gifts 
to 100 boys and girls, ranging in age 
from newborn to 13, belonging to 
the Right From The 
Start program.  What a wonderful 
and selfless way to celebrate the 
Holidays.  Huge thanks to everyone 
who participated!  Be on the lookout 
for pictures from their upcoming 
holiday party. 
Also, as a reminder, we are still 

RNS Community Service Efforts Continue 
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To Brady Rowe (C Class) 
and his family for 
donating the book, The 
Legend of Spooky the 
Square Pumpkin, in 
honor of his fifth 
birthday. 

 

To Eli Rissman, (W/F 
Class) and his family 
for donating the books, 
Olivia Saves the Circus 
and Click Clack Splish 
Splash to our library in 
celebration of his third 
birthday. 

To Isabel Olshansky (W/F 
Class) and her family 
for donating 3 dress up 
cape to the classroom 
in honor of her third 
birthday. 

 

To Mason Auslander (C 
Class) and his family 
for donating the books, 
Race from A to Z and 
Love Monster and the 
Perfect Present to the 
school library in 
celebration of his fifth 
birthday. 

To Sammy Kassof (D 
Class) and his family 
for donating the 
Marvel Matching Game 
to the classroom in 
honor of his fifth 
birthday. 

        

        To Blake Redisch (D   
     Class) and her family 

     for donating a set of  

     Giant paper punches  
     in celebration of her 
             fifth birthday. 

our parent volunteers who helped 
ensure the evening was a success.  
 
We will be hosting our second 
Undernighter on January 23rd for 
the AM preschoolers.  Pick your pj’s 
out and get ready for a fun night of 
pizza and singing with the talented 
Aimee Cousino. 

 

Cyndi Wood & Chelsea Duggan 

 
Thank you to all the mini magicians 
from C and D classes who attended 
the November 7th Undernighter! 
Jaime's Magic Show was amazing! 
We had a great time making magic 
wands in our pj's and making pizza 
disappear. Thank you also to the 
Mani Family who generously donated 
all the Moccio's pizza for the 
children. Last, but certainly not 
least, thank you to Marci Taub and 

We had a new family that joined 
our school last month.  Dylan 
Mucha became the newest 
member of the Parent and Child 
class.  Please welcome Dylan and 
his parents, Anne and Mike.  
There address is 1523 Sheridan 
Road, their phone number is 815-
404-1417 and email:  
mucha.anne@gmail.com.  We are 
pleased to have them join our 
wonderful school community.    
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 On November 10th Mason Syd-
ney Bell was born.  He was 19 
inches long and weighed 6 lbs 
and 14 ozs.  He came home to big 
brother Asher who is in our T/
Th Two Can class.  Congratula-
tions to Asher, who can’t wait to 
play with him and of course 
Stefanie and Andrew (mom and 
dad). 

 

 
 

 
Each Spring Ravinia Nursery 
School hosts an evening event 
just for parents. The event 
serves as a fundraiser to sup-
port our scholarship fund. It's a 
great opportunity to spend time 
outside of school getting to 
know one another and always de-
livers a fun-filled evening with 
friendly (and optional) competi-
tion through our 3rd annual Bas-
ketball pop-a-shot tournament. 

This years event will be held at  

Michael’s Red Hots. 

7:45 p.m. Dinner and open bar 
8:00 p.m. Tournament begins 

10:15 Silent Auction closes 

The first place winner of the 
pop-a-shot tournament will take 
home a full-size pop-a-shot ma-
chine!  
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